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The event also celebrated an historic 
leap forward for MG Corporation in its 
pursuit of pastoral ventures, with the 
State Government agreeing to hand 
over sole management of a significant 
East Kimberley reserve.

Reserve 31165 is a 125,000 hectare 
parcel of land to the south of  
Lake Argyle and is currently jointly 
managed by MG Corporation and 
the Department of Water and 
Environmental Regulation.

The reserve was originally resumed 
from the Durack family pastoral estate 
in the 1970’s to support the Ord River 
irrigation works. 

Under the Ord Final Agreement 
reached between MG elders and 
the State Government in 2005, MG 
Corporation made clear its intention 
to solely manage the reserve in the 
long term, and MG officially made that 
request in mid-2015.

 

 

 

HISTORIC EVENT CELEBRATES 
MG-DURACK LEGACY

Executive Chair Lawford Benning and Lands Minister Ben Wyatt

MG Corporation has hailed a  
milestone event attended by MG 
people, State Government Ministers 
and members of the Durack family 
from all over the world as a significant 
step towards true reconciliation in  
the East Kimberley.
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Ord Final Agreement fulfilled

Lands Minister Ben Wyatt presented MG 
Executive Chair Lawford Benning with a 
Statement of Intent during a ceremony at 
the Durack family homestead on 15 June 
to mark the 40th anniversary of the Argyle 
Homestead Museum.

In his speech at the event, Mr Benning 
said the Statement of Intent recognised 
the hard work of MG elders in reaching 
the Ord Final Agreement, which was the 
most comprehensive Indigenous Land Use 
Agreement of its kind.

He said it was now up to MG Corporation to 
build on what his elders started.

“We, the Miriuwung people, know that for 
our people to have a secure future we have 
to build onto our traditional native title 
rights a commercial and economic base,” 
he said. 

“We are more than ready now for utilising 
our land holdings, in ways that look after 
the country and simultaneously create 
training and job opportunities, especially 
for our young people.”

Mr Wyatt said the government was pleased 
to have fulfilled its commitment under the 
Ord Final Agreement.

“The McGowan Government will work 
with MG Corporation to put a suitable 
management plan in place, ensuring the 
corporation has the best opportunity to 
appropriately manage the land,” he said.

“This decision shows the government’s 
continued commitment to Aboriginal 
economic development by providing 
opportunities for traditional owners to 
sustainably manage their land.”

Tom Stephens, Master of Ceremonies for the day, and Executive Chair Lawford Benning delivering his speech

Executive Chair Lawford Benning, Perpetua Durack, Michael Clancy, and  
Lands Minister Ben Wyatt in front of the newly unveiled Durack family tree
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Walking together with courage

Both Mr Benning and Mr Wyatt 
believed the ceremony was particularly 
significant because of the participation 
of the Miriuwung traditional owners. 
Both paid tribute to the lasting 
relationship between the Durack 
family and MG people, who found 
a way to co-exist after the Duracks 
landed on MG land nearly 137 years 
ago. Mr Benning said it was particularly 
fitting that the ceremony took place 
just after National Reconciliation week, 
as it embodied the theme ‘Grounded 
in truth – walk together wtih courage’.

“There might be an Aboriginal mob 
like ours elsewhere in Australia who 
have managed to maintain unbroken 
good connection with the white family 
who first settled on their land, but I 
have never heard of another with a 
relationship like ours. So I am going to 
claim that it is unique, until someone 
proves otherwise!” Mr Benning said in 
his speech. 

Traditional owners listening to the speeches

MG Corporation is excited to be in a 
position to explore the potential of its 
land, and anticipates Reserve 31165 
will be instrumental in its plans to 
open up MG land to cattle production 
and irrigation. MG recently signed 
an MOU with Jack Burton’s Northern 
Pastoral Management to establish 
a cattle supply chain from the East 
Kimberley to the abattoir in the  
West Kimberley. 

MG’s economic pursuits will provide 
the capacity to fund social programs to 
enable better education, employment 
and health outcomes for MG people.

Ben Ward, Gerrard Meeway, Button Jones

Lands Minister Ben Wyatt and Dominique Reeves
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Follow us on: 
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MG CORPORATION
Yawoorroong Miriuwung 
Gajerrong Yirrgeb Noong Dawang

Executive Chair Lawford Benning, James Benning, 
Myrtle Ward, Lands Minister Ben Wyatt

Mirima dancers perform a welcoming ceremony for the crowd
Des Hill, Lands Minister Ben Wyatt, Ben Ward,  
Executive Chair Lawford Benning, Myrtle Ward

Traditional owners listening to the speechesExecutive Chair Lawford Benning and Lands Minister Ben Wyatt
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