
The IRG continued to develop a new 
five-year plan for northern Australia 
in collaboration with the Federal 
Government to address areas not 
covered in the White Paper, such as 
practical measures to support Indigenous 
economic outcomes in northern Australia.

IRG members received an update 
on strategic engagement activities 
undertaken since the last meeting in 
Katherine in December 2019 and had 
the opportunity to review and provide 
comment on IRG project work, in addition 
to discussing the IRG’s strategic vision, 
forward agenda and future messaging.

INDIGENOUS REFERENCE 
GROUP MEETS IN CAIRNS

MG Executive Chair Lawford Benning represented MG Corporation at the IRG meeting in Cairns.

MG Corporation Executive Chair 
Lawford Benning started the year 
with a meeting of the Indigenous 
Reference Group (IRG) to the 
Ministerial Forum on Northern 
Development in Cairns on January 31.
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Kirsty completed her first year 
in a clinical setting, which she 
said strengthened her resolve to 
continue study and eventually 
return to work in Kununurra.

“It was really amazing to finally work 
with patients and hear their stories,” 
she said.

In addition to completing another 
year of study, Kirsty was a finalist for 
the Shell Aboriginal STEM Student 
of the Year Award at the Premier’s 
Science Awards and was encouraged 
to apply again this year.

Kirsty was also able to attend 
the Australia Indigenous Doctors’ 
Association conference in Darwin, 
where she was able to practice using 
laparoscopic surgery tools.

This year will see Kirsty complete 
a rural clinical year in Derby, which 
she is currently preparing for.

MG Corporation has offered tertiary 
scholarships since 2014 to help 
MG people interested in obtaining 
a tertiary education minimise 
education-related costs, including 
those that come from living away 
from home.

The scholarships are structured so 
that students are still eligible for 
other opportunities for support like 
ABSTUDY and require recipients to 
return to Kununurra to work in a role 
directly related to their studies each 
year.

Kirsty’s example is already inspiring 
other MG people to pursue tertiary 
education, with her sister enrolling 
in an Indigenous pre-medicine and 
health sciences enabling course at 
Curtin University.

Tertiary Scholarship recipient Kirsty McLean has thanked MG Corporation for 
its continued support as she continues to pursue a medical degree.

BRIGHT FUTURE AHEAD 
FOR KIRSTY MCLEAN

MG medical student Kirsty McLean practises using 
laparoscopic tools at the AIDA conference in Darwin in 2019.

MG Corporation has congratulated 
Brendan Nelson for completing his 
apprenticeship with MGC Building 
and Maintenance (MGCBM) last 
month.

Brendan is now fully qualified in 
carpentry and joinery, after starting 
and finishing his apprenticeship 
with MGCBM under its direct 
employment scheme.

For more than two years, Brendan 
sharpened his skills on a variety of 
MGCBM projects, including building 
houses for the North West Aboriginal 
Housing Fund project, assisting 

with the construction of Kununurra 
Neighbourhood House and various 
maintenance jobs.

In addition, Brendan was named 
Best Direct Indentured Apprentice  
at the 2019 Master Builders-
Bankwest Building Excellence 
Awards and was a finalist for Best 
Indigenous Building & Construction 
Apprentice.

With his apprenticeship complete, 
Brendan has taken on more 
responsibility within MGCBM, 
particularly on the Jiylinum Project, 
where he acted as main carpenter. 

AWARD-WINNING 
MGCBM APPRENTICE 
EARNS QUALIFICATIONS

Former apprentice Brendan Nelson has completed his 
studies in carpentry and joinery and will continue with 
MGCBM as a carpenter.
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MG Corporation has welcomed 
Stephen Brooks to the organisation 
as the General Manager of 
Operations.

In Stephen’s role at MG Corporation, 
he will focus on helping to deliver 
economic opportunities and 
supporting the organisation to  
achieve self-sustainability.

He is also looking forward to 
developing community engagement, 
cultural learning and social support 
programs.

Stephen brings a wealth of 
professional experience in general 
management – financial and 
operational – from long tenures 
in industry-leading organisations 
throughout his career and has 
also attained a Certified Public 

Accountant (CPA) qualification. 
Immediately prior to joining MG 
Corporation, Stephen spent 10 years 
as general manager, director and 
company secretary for Quaker Oats 
Australia Pty Ltd, a business unit of 
PepsiCo.

He has a strong commercial and 
business development skillset, 
predominantly in the agricultural 
and manufacturing sector. Stephen 
has presented at international 
conferences, in New York  
boardrooms and delivered  
successful business  
development programs  
in several Asian countries.

When not working, Stephen  
enjoys camping, fishing, golfing, 
walking and watching sport. 

The Jiylinum Project in the Northern 
Territory community located 38 
kilometres from Kununurra was 
recently completed and handed over to 
the Jiylinum Aboriginal Corporation.

The project added essential 
infrastructure in the form of two 
residential dwellings with painting 
studios and two visitor cabins.

With more than 80 per cent of 
MGCBM workers on this project being 
Aboriginal, it was a great example of 
communities supporting each other.

Work has also progressed well on 
the new headquarters for Kununurra 

Neighbourhood House (KNH), 
which is approaching completion 
and is expected to be handed over 
next month, almost a year after 
construction commenced.

The new KNH was designed by local 
architect Mark Phillips and will allow 
the organisation to build on more  
than 36 years of family support in  
the community.

Finally, the North West Aboriginal 
Housing Fund project has seven  
houses under construction, having 
already completed 11 of a total 26 to  
be delivered under the contract.

MGCBM workers built these dwellings as part of the Jiylinum project in the Northern Territory.

WORK 
CONTINUES 
ON MGCBM 
PROJECTS

STEPHEN BROOKS COMES ABOARD

Newly appointed General Manager, Stephen Brooks, joins MG 
Corporation after long tenures with PepsiCo and Wesfarmers. 

MGC Building and Maintenance 
(MGCBM) has continued a strong run 
of work with progress being made on 
several projects under construction.

NEW GM FOR MG
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KUNUNURRA DIVERSION 
FOR WATER CORPORATION

MGC DIRECTOR CALLS FOR 
COMMUNITY ON AUSTRALIA DAY

MG Corporation representatives  
met with Water Corporation 
personnel to receive an update on 
Kununurra Diversion Dam (KDD) 
works this month.

Major works on the KDD are being 
undertaken to ensure it remains 
sustainable for years to come. 

Water Corporation staff are aware 
of the area’s cultural and spiritual 
significance to MG people and the 
utility is abiding by the conditions of 
MG’s 2017 heritage clearance report.

The attendees discussed the 
importance of the area to MG people 
and how interpretive signage could 
be used to share some of the special 
stories of the site with the community 
and visitors to Kununurra.

MG Corporation will work with 
the Water Corporation and other 
Aboriginal organisations to create 
bilingual signage for the newly 
created KDD viewing platform, which 
is expected to be unveiled as part of 
a broader celebration of the KDD and 
project works completion in May.

MG Corporation representatives met with Water Corporation personnel 
to discuss the importance of the Kununurra Diversion Dam.

MG Corporation director Ted Carlton welcomes 
visitors to MG country on Australia Day.

COMMUNITY 
CONSULTATIONS FOR 
CASHLESS DEBIT CARDS

MG Corporation held community 
consultations in late January to discuss 
the Cashless Debit Card program, 
which has operated in the East 
Kimberley region since April 2016.

Community members were invited to 
MGC offices to be interviewed about 
their views on the card, how it has 
affected people’s lives and whether the 
introduction of the card had affected 
crime rates in the area.

Gailene Chulung conducted the 
interviews with logistical assistance 
from Cassie Chulung.

The information collected will be used 
to inform MG Executive Chair Lawford 
Benning ahead of his meeting with 
Senator Jacqui Lambie in Canberra next 
month.

Around 1,300 recipients of working age 
welfare payments receive the card, 
which cannot be used to buy alcohol, 
gambling products, select gift cards or 
withdraw cash.

Under the program, 80 per cent of 
welfare payments go to the Cashless 
Debit Card.

The trial of the Cashless Debit Card was 
extended in the East Kimberley until 30 
June 2020.

MG Corporation and MG PBCs  
director Ted Carlton took up the 
microphone to address the Australia 
Day celebrations hosted by the Shire 
of Wyndham – East Kimberley.

Ted welcomed visitors to MG country 
and called for a celebration of being 
Australian and working together.

He cited his days working on cattle 
stations in the 1960s and 70s as an 
example of collaboration to strive 
towards.

“We were droving cattle, shaking 
hands, and wrestling bullocks in 
the stock camps – gardiya and 
blackfellas,” Ted said.

“Working together is not new to us.”

The event was forced off its typical 
Swim Beach location due to likely 
rains and was instead held at 
Kununurra Leisure Centre. 
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