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MG Corporation understands that this is a scary and 
confusing time for its members, and is sharing the following 
key messages to help MG people navigate their way 
through the coronavirus pandemic.

The most important message is that everyone needs to 
work together to help stop the spread of coronavirus, or 
COVID-19.

This disease is very easy to catch and very dangerous, 
which has led the Minister for Emergency Services to 
declare a State of Emergency in Western Australia.

The most vulnerable people are those with underlying 
health issues and this includes many Aboriginal people, 
particularly the elderly.

MG people can protect their family and community by 
staying in your homes or in your communities, washing 
hands frequently and avoiding touching the face.

In addition, people should only leave the home for 
essential reasons like grocery shopping, maintaining a 
distance of at least an arms’ length from other people at 
all times and avoid gathering in groups of two or more, 
indoors or outdoors.

People from all over the world are getting this disease 
and some of them are dying. 

If everyone gets sick at once, the hospitals will not have 
enough room to help everyone and there is no known 
treatment for the disease, which is why it is so important 
to try to avoid the disease in the first place by following 
the advice above.
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RESPONSE TO COVID-19

HELP FOR  
MG PEOPLE
MG Corporation is working with its directors and the 
State Government to source available funding to 
provide MG people with support. Please check the MG 
Facebook page for further information, we hope to 
update you on this soon.

The Australian Government is providing additional 
Centrelink money for people receiving benefits, 
including a one-off payment of $750. Use your MyGov 
login details to find out more about your entitlements 
or call Centrelink on 1300 169 468. Please avoid 
attending the Kununurra Centrelink office in person. 
Please also note that now is not the time to travel into 
town to spend this money, other than on essentials 
such as food.

Waringarri Arts has some limited resources available to 
assist its artists. For further information telephone (08) 
9168 2212.

Kununurra Waringarri Aboriginal Corporation has 
been given $50,000 by the State Government to assist 
Aboriginal people to return to their communities. Call 
(08) 9168 1528 or 0402 830 553 for further information.

Websites with more information on COVID-19
More information is available on the following websites:
Restricted Access: https://www.wa.gov.au/organisation/department-of-the-premier-and-cabinet/restrictions-access-the-
kimberley-and-remote-aboriginal-communities
 Federal Government: https://www.health.gov.au/resources/collections/novel-coronavirus-2019-ncov-resources 
State Government: https://www.communities.wa.gov.au/coronavirus-covid-19/ 
World Health Organisation: https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019 
WA Department of Health: https://healthywa.wa.gov.au/coronavirus 



What is coronavirus and 
what is COVID-19?
Coronaviruses are a type of virus 
known to cause breathing problems. 
COVID-19 is a new disease caused by 
a coronavirus and because it is new, 
no one has immunity and there is 
no known treatment. It is spreading 
throughout the world at a rapid rate and 
is very dangerous – people are dying 
from this disease.

How do I catch COVID-19?
COVID-19 spreads from person-to-
person through close contact with 
someone who has the disease or 
touching objects or surfaces (including 
door handles or tables) contaminated 
from a COVID-19-infected person’s 
cough or sneeze and then touching the 
mouth or face. 
 
 
 

What are the symptoms?
Symptoms of COVID-19 are similar to 
colds and flus and include: fever, sore 
throat, cough, tiredness and difficulty 
breathing. It is important to remember 
that most people displaying those 
symptoms are likely suffering with a 
cold – not COVID-19.

What do I do if I develop 
symptoms?
People who develop symptoms 
including both a fever (≥38°C) and an 
acute respiratory infection, including 
shortness of breath, cough or sore 
throat, are eligible to be tested and 
should see a doctor as soon as possible. 
Telephone OVAHS or the Kununurra 
District Hospital before attending and 
tell them your history. People who are 
tested must remain isolated in their 
home or in a health care setting until 
public health authorities inform them it 
is safe to leave. 
 
 

What is MG Corporation 
doing about COVID-19?
MG Corporation is doing everything it 
can to protect its directors, staff and 
members from catching COVID-19 whilst 
continuing its important work.

The MG office is closed to the public, 
but MG Corporation directors and staff 
continue to perform their roles working 
from home.

MGC Building and Maintenance has 
strengthened its existing safety 
measures and continues its important 
work on existing projects, most of which 
take place outdoors. The same applies 
to the MG Cattle Company staff and 
operations.

MG’s strategic alliances with third 
parties such as KAI, Cubbie and Myuma 
continue without change, as will MG’s 
Service Level Agreements with third 
parties such as DBCA, KWAC and BBY.

For information on specific MG 
operations or services, call the MG 
reception on (08) 9166 4801.

COVID-19 QUESTIONS 
ANSWERED 
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RESTRICTED ENTRY INTO THE KIMBERLEY 
REGION AND BETWEEN TOWNS
Travel restrictions are already in place in 
the Kimberley region but due to several 
people testing positive to COVID-19, the State 
Government has advised that additional 
stronger measures are needed to stop the 
movement of people between towns or local 
government areas. From midnight Thursday 
2nd April, new boundaries, in line with 
the four local government areas (shires of 
Broome, Derby West Kimberley, Wyndham East 
Kimberley, Halls Creek) within the Kimberley 
region were put in place. People must stay 
in their local government area. Exemptions 
apply, such as provision of essential services 
or supplies.
Exemptions for entering a local government 
district from another apply if:
(a) it is necessary for the person to do so 
for the purpose of returning to the person’s 
principal place of residence; or
(b) it is necessary for the person to do so for 
the purpose of attending the person’s place 
of employment or fulfilling the duties of the 
person’s employment, office or occupation; or
(c) it is necessary for the person to do so for 
the purpose of being the primary carer for 
a family member or someone for whom the 
person has primary caring responsibility; or
(d) it is necessary for the person to do so 
in order to escape the threat of physical or 
psychological harm or because of some other 
emergency (other than from COVID-19); or
(e) it is necessary for the person to do so for 
the purpose of obtaining a good or service:
  (i) without which the person would be 

likely to suffer physical or psychological 
harm; and

  (ii) which is not reasonably available in 
the local government district in which the 
person is present

(f) it is necessary for the person to do so for 
the purpose of:
  (i) attending primary, secondary or tertiary 

education (including technical and further 
education) as a student; or

  (ii) enabling the education of someone for 
whom the person has parental or other 
primary caring responsibility

(g) it is necessary for the person to do so 
for the purpose of fulfilling their obligations 
under a parenting plan, parenting order of a 
court or other parenting arrangement; or
(h) it is necessary for the person to do so to 
obtain or provide veterinary or animal welfare 
services not reasonably available in the local 
government district in which the person is 
present; or
(i) it is necessary for the person to do so for 
compassionate reasons affecting that person; 
or
(j) the person is performing an Essential 
Service (see below) and it is necessary for the 
person to enter or leave a local government 
district for that purpose; or
(k) the person is in the custody of a police 
officer, prison officer, custodial officer or 
custodial services contractor; or

(l) the person is an employee of the 
Department of Education or staff member of 
a non-government school and is authorised 
in writing by the Director General of the 
Department of Education to travel from one 
local government to another local government 
district; or
(m) the person is a member of the immediate 
family or household of a person referred to in 
paragraph (l);
(n) the person is required to do so by law; or
(o) the person does so with Police 
Commissioner Chris Dawson’s approval or 
the approval of another authorised officer 
and complies with any terms or conditions to 
which that approval is subject.
The following people are performing an 
Essential Service:
National and State Security and Governance
(a) a senior Government official who in 
carrying out his or her duties is responsible for 
the safety of the Nation or a State or Territory 
against threats such as terrorism, war, or 
espionage; or
(b) active military personnel (including 
members of the Australian Defence Force 
Reserve on active duty); or
(c) a Minister of the Commonwealth and 
members of his or her staff; or
(d) a member of the Commonwealth 
Parliament and one member of his or her 
staff who are travelling to the electorate 
represented by that member; or
(e) a Minister of the State of Western Australia 
and members of his or her staff; or
(f) a member of the State Parliament and one 
member of his or her staff who are travelling 
to the electorate represented by that member; 
or
(g) the Governor of Western Australia or 
Administrator of Western Australia and 
members of the Governor’s establishment; or
Health Services
(h) a person who is requested by the Chief 
Health Officer, or the Director General of the 
Department of Health, or the delegate of any 
of those officers to assist in the provision of 
health services in a local; or
Transport, Freight and Logistics
(i) any person who in the course of their duties 
is responsible for provision of transport, mail, 
courier, freight and logistics services; or
Specialist Skills
(j) any specialists required for industry or 
business continuity and maintenance of 
competitive operation, where the service is 
time-critical; or 
(k) any person who, in the course of his or her 
duties is responsible for critical maintenance 
or repair of infrastructure critical to a local 
government district or to Western Australia; or
(l) any person employed or engaged in 
agriculture, food production or primary 
industry; or 

(m) persons who ordinarily travel from one 
local government district to another for work 
purposes for regular periods according to 
established work schedules (such as, for 
example, fly in-fly out (FIFO) workers); or
Other essential services
(n) persons providing essential or urgent 
health or medical services or supplies; or
(o) persons providing human services 
including, without limitation, disability, aged 
care, family violence, child protection and 
housing services; or
(p) or any person employed or engaged in the 
provision or maintenance of utility or waste 
management services; or
(q) any emergency services worker or person 
engaged by an emergency service in a 
volunteer or contracted capacity; or
(r) any person employed or engaged in 
provision of funerary or mortuary services or 
related activities; or
(s) any person employed by a regulatory 
agency or authority; or
(t) any judicial officer or staff member of a 
court, tribunal or commission; or
(u) any other category of person who the State 
Emergency Coordinator or a person authorised 
by the State Emergency Coordinator for 
the purpose, approves, whether orally or in 
writing, as being a person who is performing 
an Essential Service whether on the basis 
that the person is essential for the proper 
functioning of the State, on compassionate 
grounds or otherwise.
Other definitions:
1. Compassionate reasons include:
(i) the incapacitation of a member of the 
person’s immediate family or household due 
to serious injury;
(ii) serious or life-threatening illness of a 
member of the person’s immediate family or 
household; or
(iii) death of a member of the person’s 
immediate family or household.
2. Good or service includes (without 
limitation):
(i) medical care or assistance; and
(ii) police and social services (including 
services for those affected by family or 
domestic violence and child protection 
services)
3. Immediate family in relation to a person 
means:
(i) a spouse or de facto partner; or
(ii) a child; or
(iii) a grandchild; or
(iv) a sibling; or
(v) a parent or grandparent of the person.

PENALTIES 
It is an offence to fail to comply with any of 
these directions, punishable by a fine of up 
to $50,000 for individuals and $250,000 for 
bodies corporate.



These houses at 27 Leichhardt Street were recently handed over.
MGCBM workers completed the rudimentary 
structure at 16 Argentea Avenue.

Follow us on: 

  @MGCorporationWA 

www.mgcorp.com.au   
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KIMBERLEY TRAVEL RESTRICTIONS FAQS
Can I travel to the Kimberley, East Pilbara or 
Ngaanyatjarraku designated areas?
In most cases, no. The new rules are 
designed to ensure that people stay home, 
unless absolutely necessary. A person 
can only enter a designated area for the 
purpose of an essential activity or to return 
home.
All travellers must complete the COVID-19 
Entry into WA Designated Areas Form, 
which sets out the permitted reasons for 
travel. Special arrangements are in place 
for mining and food production operations. 
For further information contact 13 COVID 
(132 68 43).
You will need to provide confirmation that:
(i) you do not have any signs or symptoms 
of COVID-19;
(ii) you have not been outside Australia in 
the past 14 days; and
(iii) you have not been exposed to 
coronavirus.
Those returning home must also self-
isolate for 14 days before entering the 
designated area.
In exceptional cases, you may seek special 
permission to enter by completing the 
Application for Special Permission section 
of the COVID-19 Entry into WA Designated 
Areas Form.
Do the State Government’s restrictions on 
regional travel and Federal Biosecurity Act 
2015 restrictions both apply?
Yes. But in almost all cases, if you meet the 
requirements of the Federal restrictions, 
you will also meet the requirements of the 
State restrictions.
Additional restrictions apply for travel 
to remote Aboriginal communities, 
and restrictions may differ between 
communities. You should contact the 
community before planning to travel there.
If the State Government’s Prohibition on 
Regional Travel Directions say I am allowed 
to travel between regions, can I travel to a 
designated area?
You can only travel into a designated area 
if you meet the requirements in the Federal 
Biosecurity Act 2015 restrictions. Within 
the Kimberley, you can only travel between 
shires if you meet the requirements of 
the Prohibition on Travel Between Local 
Government Districts in the Kimberley 
Directions.
Once I am in the Kimberley, can I travel 
between shires (eg Broome to Derby, 
Kununurra to Halls Creek)?
Travel between Kimberley shires is 
restricted. You cannot travel from one 
shire to another unless you need to travel 
to return home; to obtain vital goods or 
services; to meet your obligations as a 
parent or primary carer; for education 
or work purposes; to escape harm; for 
compassionate reasons, or as required by 
law. A full list of exemptions is available at 
wa.gov.au/soedeclarations
How long will these restrictions be in place?
The Federal Biosecurity Act 2015 
restrictions started on 26 March 2020 and 

will end on 18 June 2020. It is not known at 
this time whether they will be extended.
The State Government’s travel restrictions 
came into effect on 18 March 2020 (remote 
Aboriginal communities), 1 April 2020 
(travel between regions), and 2 April 2020 
(travel within the Kimberley). The end date 
of the restrictions is not known at this time.
Are there still flights going into Broome and 
Kununurra?
Yes, airlines are still servicing these 
airports. You should ensure you will be 
able to return before making any travel 
arrangements.
I am delivering an essential service. Can I 
travel to a designated area even if I have been 
overseas within the past 14 days or am feeling 
unwell?
No. Nobody can legally enter a designated 
area if they have been outside Australia 
in the past 14 days, or are showing signs 
or symptoms of COVID-19, or have been 
exposed to coronavirus without adequate 
protection.
I live in a remote Aboriginal community. Can I 
complete my period of self-isolation back at 
community?
Unless you are engaged in an essential 
activity or have obtained special 
permission, you must self-isolate for 14 
days before entering the designated area.
Additional travel restrictions also apply for 
remote Aboriginal communities. You need 
to contact the community corporation or 
council to make sure you can safely return.
If I complete my self-isolation in a different 
region before returning home to a designated 
area, do I need to provide evidence of this?
Yes, you will need to complete and sign the 
COVID-19 Entry into WA Designated Areas 
Form that confirms the details of your 
self-isolation. You may be asked to provide 
additional evidence.
Who pays for the cost of my self-isolation?
You are responsible for the costs of your 
self-isolation. If you are experiencing 
financial hardship, you may be eligible for 
assistance. For more information contact 13 
COVID (132 68 43).
My child is still attending school outside a 
designated area and wants to return home. 
Do they need to self-isolate before coming 
home?
Yes, they will need to self-isolate for 
14 days before entering the designated 
area, unless they have obtained special 
permission. To apply for permission, 
complete the Application for Special 
Permission section of the COVID-19 Entry 
into WA Designated Areas Form.
I have a medical appointment in Perth and 
need to leave a designated area. Do I have to 
self-isolate before returning home?
Yes, you will need to self-isolate for 14 days 
before entering the designated area, unless 
you have obtained special permission. 
To apply for permission, complete the 
Application for Special Permission section 
of the COVID-19 Entry into WA Designated 
Areas Form. 
 

I have had an operation in Perth and am due 
to return home using the Patient Assistance 
Scheme (PATS). Do I need to self-isolate? 
Where do I do that? Who pays?
You should first seek medical advice 
about your planned travel. If you do travel 
you will need to self-isolate for 14 days 
before entering the designated area. 
You are responsible for the costs of your 
self-isolation. If you are experiencing 
financial hardship, you may be eligible for 
assistance. For more information contact 13 
COVID (132 68 43).
Can I transit through a designated area on my 
way to another region or interstate?
Yes, if you are travelling for one of the 
permitted reasons (such as returning 
home) and you:
(i) take the most direct route;
(ii) only stop for fuel; and
(iii) do not come into contact with anyone 
in the area.
If travelling interstate, you must check 
beforehand whether you will be allowed 
to enter the Northern Territory or South 
Australia and can meet any conditions of 
entry into that jurisdiction.
Is my business an ‘essential activity’ and 
exempt from the travel restrictions?
Some organisations and essential service 
providers are exempt.
Refer to the Federal Government’s 
Biosecurity Determination and the State 
Prohibition on Regional Travel Directions 
and the Prohibition on Travel Between 
Local Government Districts in the 
Kimberley Directions.
How do I prove I am healthy and not  
carrying coronavirus?
You will need to complete and sign the 
COVID-19 Entry into WA Designated Areas 
Form answering specific health questions. 
It is a serious crime to provide false or 
misleading information, punishable by 
a fine or imprisonment. Authorities at 
entry points to the designated areas have 
been trained to recognise symptoms of 
coronavirus.
How do I prove I haven’t been outside 
Australia for the past 14 days?
You will need to complete and sign the 
COVID-19 Entry into WA Designated Areas 
Form confirming that you have not been 
outside Australia in the past 14 days. 
Incoming passenger information may be 
checked to ensure information is correct. 
It is a serious crime to provide false or 
misleading information, punishable by a 
fine or imprisonment.
How do I prove I have completed 14 days of 
self-isolation?
You will need to complete and sign 
the COVID-19 Entry into WA Designated 
Areas Form confirming this information. 
Additional enquiries may be made to 
ensure the information is correct. It 
is a serious crime to provide false or 
misleading information, punishable by a 
fine or imprisonment.


